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HE Italians anda ing difpatched, 
{ come now to the Exgifs, whom I thal! 
treat with fuch Meeknefs as becomes a 
good Patriot; and fhall fo far recommend 
® this our Ifland as a proper Scene for Paftoral under 
certain Regulations, as will fatisfie the courteous 
Reader that 1 am in the Landed Intereft. 


I muft in the firft place obferve, that our Coun- 
trymen have fo good an Opinion of the Ancients, 
and think fo modeftly of themfelves, that the ge- 


7. nerality of _Paftoral Writers have either foln all 


© from the Greeks and Romans, or fo fervilely imitated 
| their Manners and Cuftoms, as makes them very 
ridiculous. In looking over fome Exgiifh Paftorals 
a few Days ago, i perufed at leaft fifty lean Flocks, 
and reckoned up an hundred left-handed Ravens, 
| befides biafted Oaks, withering Meadows, and weep- 
ing Deities. indeed moft of the occafional Pafto- 
rals we have are built upon oneand the fame Plan. 
A Shepherd asks his Fellow, why he is fo pale, if 
his favourite Sheep hath ftrayed, if his Pipe be broken, 
or Phyllis unkind? He anfwers, None of thefe Mif- 
fottunes have befallen him, but one much greater, 
for Damon (or fometimes the God Pan) is dead. 
This immediately caufes the other to make Com- 
plaints, and call upon the lofty Pines and Silver 
»Streams to join in the Lamentation. While he 
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goes on, his Friend interrupts him, and tells him 
that Damon lives, and thows hima Track of Light 
in the Skies to confirm it; then invites him to | 
Chefnuts and Cheefe. Upon this Scheme moft of 
the noble Fainilies in Great Britain have been com- 
forted ; nor can, I meet with any Right Honourable 
Shepherd that doth not'die and live again, after the 
manner of the aforefaid Damon, 


Having already informed my Reader wherein the 
Knowledge of Antiquity may be ferviceable, I thall 
now dire& him where he may lawfully deviate 
from the Ancients,. There are fome things of an 
eftablifhed Nature in Paftoral, which is effential to 
it, fuch as a Country Scene, Innocence, Simplicity. 
Others there are of a changeable kind, fach as Ha- 
bits, Cuftoms, and the like. The difference of the 
Climate is alfo to be confidered, for what is pro- 
per in Arcadia, or even in Jtaly, might be very ab- 
furd in acolder Country. By the fame Rule the 
difference of the Soil, of Fruits and Flowers is to 
be obferved. And in fo fine a Country as Britain, 
what occafion ‘is there for that Profufion of Hya- 
cinths and Pwftan Rofes, and that Cornucopia of foe 
reign Fruits, which the Briti/s Shepherds never heard 
of! How much more pieating is the following 
Scene to an Englifa Reader! ' 
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This Place may feem for Shepherds leifure made, 
So lovingly thefe Elms unite their fhade. 
Th’ambitious Woodbine, bow it climbs to breathe 
Its balmy Sweets around on all beneath! 

The Ground with Grafs of cheerful Green befpyead, 
Thro? which the {pringing Flow’r xp-rears its Head. 
Lo bere the King-Cup of a golden Fine, 

Medly'd with Daifies white, and Endive blue! 
Hark, hows the gaudy Goldfinch and the Thrufe 
With taneful Warblings fill that Braveble-Bujh! 
In pleafing Confort alt the Birds combine, 

And tempt us in the various Song to join. 


The Theology of the ancient Paftoral is fo very 
pretty, that it were pity entirely to change it; but [ 
think that part only is to be retained which is uni- 
verfally known, and the reft to be made up out of 
our own ruftical Superftition of Hob-thruhhes, Fai- 
ries, Goblins and Witches. TheFairies are capa- 
ble of being made very entertaining Perfons, as they 
are defcribed by feveral of our Poets, and particu- 
larly by Mr. Pope. . 
About this Spring (if ancient Fame fay true} 
The dapper Elves their a Sports purfue. 
Their Pigmy King, and little Fairy Queen, 

Ja circling Dances gambol’d on the Green, 
While tuneful Sprights a merry Confort made, 
And Airy Mufick warbled through the Shade. 


What hath been faid upon the difference of Cli- 
mate, Soil and Theology, reaches the Proverbial 
Sayings, Drefs, Cuftoms and Sports of Shepherds. 
The following Examples of our Paftoral Sports are 
extreamly beautiful. . 


Whilome did I, all as this Poplar fair, 
Upraife my heedlefs Head, devoid of Care, 

Mong rujtick Routs the chigf th ‘wanton Game; 
Nor could they merry make till Lobbin came. 
Who Letser feen than I in Shepherds Arts, 

To pleafe the Lads, and win the Laffes Hearts? 
How deftly to mine Oaten Reed, fo bong 

Wont they upon’ the Green to fh ‘their Feet ? 
And wheuthe Dance was done, bv would they years 
Some well devifed Tale from me to learn? 

For many Songs and Tales of Mirth bad I, 
To-chafe the lingring Suu adown the Sky. 





O now! if ever bring 
The Laurel gree, the' fmelling Eglantine, 
And tender Branches from the mantling Vine, 


The dewy Cowflip that in Meadow grows, 
The Fountain Violet and Garden Roje : 
Your Hanalets firew, and every publickWay, 
And confecrate to Mirth Albino’s Day, 
My felf will lavifa all my little Store, 
4nd deal about the Goblet flowing wre: 

‘Old Moulin there fall harp, young Mico fing, 
And Cuddy dance the Round amidft the Ring, 
Ayd Hobbinol his antick Gambols play. : 


The Reafon why fuch Changes from the Ancients 
fhould be introduced is very obvious ; namely, that 


’ Poetry being Imitation, and that Imitation being the | 
beft which deceives the moft eafily, it follows that 


we muft take up the Cuftoms which are moft fa- 
miliar, or univerfally known, fince no Man can be 
deceived or delighted with the Imitation of what he 
is ignorant of. 


It is eafie to be obferved that thefe Rules are 
drawn from what our Couritrymen Speacer and 
Philips have performed in this way. I fhall not 
prefume to fay any more of them, than that both 
have copied and improved the Beauties of the An- 
cients, whofe manner of Thinking I would above 
all things recommend. As far as our Language 
would allow them, they haveformed a Paftoral Stile 
according to the Doric of Theocritus, in which I 
dare not fay they have excelled Virgil ; but I may 
be allowed, for the Honour @f our Language, to 
fuppofe it more capable of thit pretty Rufticity than 
the Latiz, To their Works | refer my Reader to 
make. Obfervations upog:the Paftoral Stile; where 
he will fooner find that Secret than from a Folio 
of Criticifins. 


This Paper is to be:bad of Mr. Yemes ander the 
Thatch’d-houfe Tavern ix St. James’s-ftreet; Mrs. 
Bond az Charing-crofs; Afrs. Bolter wear the Tem- 
ple-gate; ana Adr.Round i» Exchange-Ally. 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


This Day is Publifh’d, 

The Life and Charaéer of Marcus Portius Cato 
Uticenfie ; colle€ted from Plurarch in the Greek, and frem Lucat 
Saluft, Lucius Flores, and other Authors in the Latin Tongue. De 
fign'd for the Readers of Cato, 9 Tragedy. Printed for. Bernard Lin- 
tort, berween the Tyo Temple-Gates in Fleetfireet. Price 6¢. 








LONDON: Printed for F. Tonfon in the Strand, and Sold by | 


A. Baldwin in WarwickeLane ; where Advertifements are taken in, 1713. 
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